Centre County Down Syndrome Society Meeting

December 12, 2007

In attendance were Luke and Jaimie Miller, Mike Jewell, Gregg Rogers,  

Kerri Weitzel, Fara Lippincott and Sara Archibald.

We began by hearing the report from Jaimie Decarmine, the treasurer.

$40 was spent to be a part of the Festival of Trees

A check for $75 and one for $35 was made out to Restek for a deposit  

on the Millhouse for the Holiday party,  most of which should be  

returned.

$50 in winnings from the chili cook-off was deposited.

All bank statements go to the P.O. box address quarterly.

Next we talked about the Holiday potluck Party to be held on  

Saturday, December 15 from 4-8 at the Restek Millhouse.

We discussed whether it was appropriate to have gifts for the kids,  

but concerns were voiced about the large range in ages.  An optional  

ornament swap (ornaments can be made or bought) was decided upon for  

the Saturday party.  Anyone who brings an ornament can swap it for  

another.  Fara will send out an e-mail with more information on the  

ornament swap.


Some parents with family members with Down Syndrome in late teenage  

and early adult years had expressed concern that there may not be  

many people of the same age at the holiday party, and that the party  

might be too young for teenagers and young adults.  After some  

calling around, Fara found that there are people of all ages from  

infant to young adult planning to come.


Kerri will bring Christmas music and Fara will bring a player.   

Sara, Jaimie and Kerri will bring some toy cars and trucks, balls and  

books for the younger kids to entertain themselves with.


There are decorations left over from the festival of trees tree, and  

we can see what decorations might already be up.  Also, if anyone has  

extra decorations they'd like to use for the party , they would be  

greatly appreciated.


It was decided that we would ask for suggestions for ideas for next  

year's Christmas party, as well as note what does and doesn't work  

from this year's.


At this time, there are 30-50 people planning to attending the  

Holiday party Saturday.

As for the Buddy Walk, Mike J. contacted the Mall, and after talking  

with them, decided it would not work.  The Boalsburg Military Museum  

Director said he does not want the facility to become "Walk central"  

and would allow the walk to take place up in the woods, but not out  

on the grounds.  To use the main area of the Bryce Jordan Center  

would be very expensive, and Mike is waiting to hear back about using  

the South Annex. Another option would be the IM building.  In order  

to use the HUB building, we would need to get sponsorship from a  

student group, but the cost to the student group would be about  

$1500.  Also, the Buddy Walk would not be permitted to set up any  

tents or to sell anything on campus.  Mike is looking into Borough  

parks, particularly Central Parklet, Holmes-Foster (although concerns  

were noted with the steepness of the hill and the lack of many  

walking paths- but it does have permanent bathrooms!), and Orchard  

Park.  Everyone agreed that visibility and bathrooms were very  

important.  Fara expressed concern at the idea of central park, in  

that it is so close to streets.  Holmes-Foster park is the only one  

with its own source of electricity, but Luke M. may be able to get a  

generator, and they are not very expensive to rent.  Everyone agreed  

the Buddy Walk should be more than just a walk, but that we should  

start small the first year and see what is or is not allowed in the  

parks.


As for volunteers to assist with the Buddy Walk, Terry Lindtner,  

Janet Lyons and the YMCA youth program were identified as sources.   

Greg said he had spoken with Terri and visited the Lifelink classroom  

in the HUB.  Terri had offered help with volunteers or whatever we  

might need.


An e-mail will be sent to ask for further volunteers for the Buddy  

Walk committee.


The date for the Buddy Walk has been set for May 24, and has to be  

finalized with the national committee in January.

Fundraising was discussed, and Mike Jewell suggested a rock band  

contest with trophies which would require a registration fee.  Sara  

and John Brownson, who are on the fundraising committee would look  

into it.

The healthcare parent pamphlet is coming along.  It is being reviewed  

and edited by a professional PR representative who is volunteering  

her time.  Kerri will contact pediatricians and OBGYNs in the area.

As for our website, it was discussed that our website should be set  

up to accept donations online.  Mike is working with Kintera.net to  

establish that.  It was decided that having a direct donation option  

available was necessary to funding the Buddy Walk.  Jamie will  

investigate it further.


Kerri asked if Amy Kerr's information could be made available to  

everyone, and it was agreed that it should.


The website has also changed the format of its forums, as the  

previous forums were receiving so many spams (and really yucky ones  

at that).  Therefore, anyone who registered before Thanksgiving  

should re-register on the new site.  Kerri asked if she could be  

notified by e-mail when a post was made on the forum.  Users can  

subscribe to each forum - for example in the 'chat' forum, there is a  

link near the bottom of the screen to subscribe to that forum and get  

an email notice when posts are added.

Terri Lindquist has expressed interest in coming to speak with anyone  

who is interested about programs available to our kids and how they  

work, both in the State College School District and in surrounding  

areas.  She has also expressed concern that Lifelink and similar  

programs are not mandated, and she fears that they may be less of a  

priority to the newly elected school board.  She will notify the  

CCDSS if the programs seem to be in any danger.

It was decided that the difficulties experienced by families and  

persons with special needs in school districts outside of State  

College would be a good topic to address in the future.

The Autism support group in the area has invited us to a meeting with  

Jake Corman on February 15 to talk about bracelets for persons with  

difficulty communicating, similar to allergy alert bracelets.  Kerri  

will find out more details and e-mail information to the group.

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 16, 2008 at 8  

pm, location to be announced.

